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Welcome 
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Assistant Headteacher

Pastoral Leader KS4
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Aims of the Evening

We will:

• explain how GCSEs are graded

• give you a copy of your son/ward's minimum GCSE expected grades and 

explain what these mean

• advise you of the academic expectations for a GCSE student at Isleworth & 

Syon School

• explain the importance and process for securing a work experience placement.
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Support Organisation

Environment Attendance

Success
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Your son/ward will make better progress if…

He is in school everyday 

• Year 11 pupils with near-perfect attendance are almost 

twice as likely to achieve grade 5 in English and Maths 
GCSE, compared to similar pupils attending 90-95% of the 

time. 

• In other words, missing just 10 extra days a year reduces 
the likelihood of achieving these grades by around 50% 

(DOE 2025)

• Missing school doesn't just affect exam results and a 
child’s time in education – it can impact future earnings 

too.

• For each additional day of absence between Years 7 to 11, 

the typical pupil could miss out on an average of £750 in 

future lifetime earnings.
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Your son/ward will make better progress if...

He is on time in the morning and to every lesson each 

day 

• Punctuality means being on time - for registration in the 
morning as well as every single lesson.

• Being late to lessons not only disrupts the learning of 

 others but will directly affect academic progress.

• Every missed minute is a missed opportunity.
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Your son/ward will make better progress if…

He is organised and ready to learn

2 pens 

1 pencil

1 ruler

1 scientific calculator

1 sharpener

1 reading book

Revision resources

1 water bottle
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Your son/ward will make better progress if…

He has a positive attitude to learning in all lessons
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Your son/ward will make better progress if…

He reads regularly and develops writing resilience 
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Your son/ward will make better progress if…

He revises little and often

• 90 minutes per day is the goal 

• 3 x30 mins 

• 2x 45 mins 
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Non-Examined Assessments (NEAs)

• Drama, CNAT sport, CNAT IT, GSCE PE, Film, Engineering and 

Art

• Students must meet weekly deadlines

• Compulsory NEA catchup sessions will be planned for those who 

fall behind

• These will take place after the school day
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Half term 1 - we are getting GCSE ready

1. We don’t lose minutes.

2. We are equipped and ready for learning. 

3. We meet all deadlines.

4. We begin to revise – little and often.

Research shows it takes 30 days to break a habit.
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Ms Higginbottom

Co - Headteacher
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• WSO1: All stakeholders use data led interventions 

to impact academic progress

• WSO2: Students are expected by all stakeholders, to 

display ready, respectful and safe behaviours at all times

• WSO3: All Isleworthians strengthen connections to develop feelings 

of belonging among all stakeholders

Whole School Objectives 2026-2027
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EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATIONAL 

OUTCOMES
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Summer results 2026 – Level 3 - success
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Summer results 2026 – this could be you
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A*A*A Ma, FM, Co Kings College London – Computer Science

A*AA Ma,Ec,Ph Warwick – Mechanical Engineering

A*AA Ec, Gg, Ma UCL – History, Politics and Economics

A*AA Ph, DT, Ma Sheffield - Aerospace Engineering

A*AB Ma, FM, Ph Nottingham - Mathematics

ABB Ma, Ec, FM Degree apprenticeship: Mercer & Hole​

D*D*D* IT db, ApSc Kingston - Mechanical Engineering

D*D*D IT db, ApSc Brunel - Computer Science (Cybersecurity)

DAB​ ApSc, Bs, Ec, ​ Surrey - Accounting and Finance

Different starting points, subjects studied, destinations
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Not just about high attainment but about the journey / progress

Students on the correct course with highly appropriate 
pastoral and academic support.

Year 13 quotes, my time at Isleworth & Syon …

• “… has given me far more than an education. It has shaped 

my character, broadened my perspective.”

• “… has instilled in me true British values. Being kind, strive for 

success, be ambitious and never stop believing. I have made 

friends for life.”
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Summer results 2026 – Y11 Success
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Summer results 2025 - GCSE
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9 8 7

9 1 1 (9 – En, Bi, Ch, Ph, Ma, FM, St, Co, Gg) (8 - Ec) (7-Lit)​

8 1 0 (9 – En, Li, Bi, Ch, Ph, Ma, St, Fr) (8 - Ec) (6 - Ar)

6 3 1 (9 – Li, Bi, Ch, Ph, Ma, Co) (8 – Bs, Sp, St) (7-En)​

6 3 (9 – En, Sci Db, Fr, Hi, St) (8-Ma, Li, Ec)

6 1 3 (9 – Bi, Ch, Ph, Ma, Co, Hi) (8 – St) (7 – En. Li, Ec )​

Also, amazing other stories, students who:
• were top 10 behaviour concerns at end of Year 9, now in our sixth form after achieving 

11 garde 6 to 4

• were a MidYis Band D, now in our sixth form after achieving 9 Grade 8 to 6.

So many success stories.
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Transition - KS3 to KS4
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Year 10 - Autumn Term

Year 10 - Spring Term

Year 10 - Summer Term

Year 11 - Autumn Term 

Year 11 - Spring Term

EXAMINATIONS

Progress & Preparation Day

Data Check

Data Check

Parents Evening

Year 10 Reports

End-of-year Examinations

Parents Evening

December Examinations

Pre-Public Examinations

EXAMINATIONS

Timelines
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Ambitious Target Setting

• Grades set in line with the achievement of the top 25% of students who have similar prior 

attainment.

• A grade sheet will be published on Insight at each point outlining the progress being made 

against set targets.

Our Targets for KS4 Students

26



“TOGETHER WE LEARN, ACHIEVE AND SUCCEED”

Tracking grades through KS4

6a:   Targeted to get a grade 6 

but potential for a 7

6b:   Working at a grade 6

6c:   Only just!  May just be as 

likely to get a 5

GRADES

9

8

7a

7b

7c

6a

6b

6c

5a

5b

5c

4a

4b

4c

3

2

1

U

We track using all available data to 

challenge and support progress.

Individual goals:

• Minimum grade 4 in all subjects

• Top grades 9-7 where possible.
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Aim: Students will leave Isleworth & Syon with the numeracy skills they 
need to live healthy, happy and successful lives.

Action:

• All students must attend school every day with a scientific calculator

• Homework is to be completed weekly. Dr Frost mathematics will be 
used to tackle individuals' strengths and weaknesses

• Use departmental PLCs which contain links to instructional videos

• Use past papers to practice 

• Know your tier. 

• The subject has two tiers – higher and lower and we track students' 
attainment carefully before making final decisions on entries at Easter in 
Year 11.

KS4 Mathematics



“TOGETHER WE LEARN, ACHIEVE AND SUCCEED”

Mathematics and statistics are taught together in a combined programme of study.  

GCSE Statistics is a good steppingstone qualification, with important skills for life.

In addition to half-termly assessments in class, there are these important dates:

• Year 10 – GCSE Statistics Pre-Public Exams (PPE) – March 2027

• Year 10 – 2 GCSE Statistics Examinations – June 2027

• Year 10 – 2 Maths papers – July 2027

• Year 11 – December examinations – December 2027

• Year 11 – Pre-Public Exams – March 2028

• End of Year 11 – GCSE Mathematics Examination – May / June 2028

• Syllabus - Edexcel for both statistics and mathematics.

GCSE Statistics and Mathematics Pathway
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English Language and Literature

• Every student in Year 10 is following the same combined course which 

enables them to gain two GCSEs.

• Students will be entered for the exams in the summer series 2028.

AQA English Language

External examination  

(100%)

AQA English Literature 

External examination  

(100%)
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AQA English Language

Paper 1 – Explorations in creative 

reading and writing

Paper 2 – Writers' viewpoints and 

perspectives

Spoken Language Endorsement

AQA English Literature

Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th 

century novel 

Macbeth and A Christmas Carol

Paper 2 – Modern texts and poetry

Lord of the Flies, Worlds & Lives poetry 

anthology and unseen poetry

English Language and Literature
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Encourage:

• engagement in lessons.

• completion of homework. English is a skills-based subject and regular practise 

of the key skills is essential.

• wider reading, especially of fiction texts (30 minutes per day).

• proof-reading of both class work and homework.
20% of the grade is SPaG.

• discussion of the set texts for Literature, and of current events for English 

Language. Lack of ideas / wider knowledge is a barrier to success in English Language. 

• regular revision Relevant study guides are available to purchase from the school shop.

How can I support my son/ward in English?
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• All students are studying GCSE Combined Science Trilogy - AQA

• There are two tiers and the final decisions about tiers are not made 

until Easter of Year 11.

• Students will be given the option of studying separate sciences (three 

GCSE's) but until January of Year 11, after the December exams.  We 

can then ensure the correct students are on the correct courses.

• Students will be given a log-in to KayScience – this is a useful 

comprehensive resource of video tutorials, exam questions, flash cards 

to supplement gaps in their knowledge and complete their homework.

GCSE Science
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▪ Grades 9-4 in English language and maths are the expectation -

▪ a 3 or below will mean you will have to retake your GCSE 

▪ Your 8 best GCSE grades are calculated as your average – 

▪ often used by school sixth forms and further education (FE) colleges

▪ Separate entry requirements for next steps -

▪ GCSE grade 7 allows access to do A Levels (Ma, Sc)

▪ GCSE grade 4-6 allows access to vocational courses

EXAMINATION RESULTS – next steps after Year 11
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Mr Fisher
Co - Headteacher
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OUTSTANDING 

OPPORTUNITIES

36



“TOGETHER WE LEARN, ACHIEVE AND SUCCEED”

OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES
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Work experience: 5 days in July 2027
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▪ Building your career profile: WIN-WIN
▪ UNIFROG: our mantra is pathways not corridors
▪ 5 + 5 days
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Bringing learning to life - making it real!
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TRADITIONAL VALUES
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Responsible Citizens
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Citizenship: learners as leaders
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Teaching & Learning
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Everyday, making rapid progress
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1. Linear progress

2. Fast failure

3. Mid-term and end of 

term assessment

Dangers of:

o disorganisation

o procrastination
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Having difficult conversations with your son / ward

Adolescent boys: earning trust

1. Self-regulation and personal organisation

2. Reading fiction as a daily event - modelling

3. Using private tutors: alignment and misconceptions

4. Mobile phones – attachment to phones leading to a lack of sleep

45

Think hard: have a 30 second with your son / ward now; identify one single priority 

or next step.
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Wellbeing: sleep deprivation

46

Sleep deprivation causes:

1. Lack of concentration in-class

2. Falling asleep in lessons

3. Failure to store, deep long-

term memories

4. Slower academic progress

5. Mental health – attachment - issues

6. Not reaching their potential
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  Parent / Carer Engagement: partnership working
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Mr Dargan
Assistant Headteacher

Pastoral Leader KS4
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Your journey and key dates  

• September       KS4 ready evening 

• 17 October       PPD A2l IL 

• December        Data report 1 

• 18 March          Parent/carer evening 

• March               Data report 2

• May                  GCSE Statistics 

• June     End of Year Exams (all subjects)

• July      Work Experience 

• July      Data report 3
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